
HOLY DOOR OF MERCY AT CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH 
 

Pope Francis, in announcing a Jubilee Year of Mercy which began on December 8, 2015 proclaimed, 
“Dear brothers and sisters, I have often thought of how the Church may render more clearly her 
mission to be a witness to mercy; and we have to make this journey. It is a journey which begins with 
Spiritual conversion. I am confident that the whole Church, which is in such need of mercy for we are 
sinners, will be able to find in this jubilee the joy of rediscovering and rendering fruitful God’s mercy, 
with which we are all called to give comfort to every man and every woman of our time. Do not forget 
that God forgives all, and God forgives always. Let us never tire of asking forgiveness. The theme of 
the Holy Year will be “Merciful Like the Father.”  
  
The Holy Father opened the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome on December 8th that it may, he said, become “a Door of 
Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of 
God Who consoles, pardons and instills hope.” 
  
This Sunday, December 13th, Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, 
S.D.V., will symbolically join with bishops all over the world at a 
ceremony at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fall River at 3 p.m., at which 
time he will open the “Doors of Mercy” in the Diocese of Fall River. 
  
Pope Francis has told the faithful that all who “experience the grace 
of the Jubilee” will receive Jubilee Indulgences as “a genuine 
experience of God’s mercy, which comes to meet each person 
in the Face of the Father Who welcomes and forgives, forgetting 
sin completely.” 
  
The Holy Father instructed that in order to obtain the indulgence, “the 
faithful are called to make a brief pilgrimage to the Holy Door, open in every cathedral or in the 
churches designated by the diocesan bishop, as a sign of the deep desire for true conversion. It is 
important that this moment be linked, first and foremost, to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist with a reflection on mercy. It will be necessary to accompany these 
celebrations with the profession of faith and with prayer for me and for the intentions that I bear in my 
heart for the good of the Church and the entire world.” 
  
In keeping with the Holy Father’s desire to make pilgrimage sites available to those who cannot make 
the pilgrimage to Rome or to the diocesan cathedral, in addition to the cathedral, Bishop da Cunha 
has designated five churches in our diocese where ‘Doors of Mercy’ will be opened to allow a greater 
opportunity for those who cannot travel to the cathedral to make a pilgrimage to a church near them. 
  
We are honored that Corpus Christi Parish has been chosen by the bishop as one of five diocesan 
churches to have a Holy Door of Mercy and that Bishop Emeritus George W. Coleman, S.T.L., who 
served as pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in Sandwich from 1985-1994, will be present to bless and 
open the Holy Door of Mercy at Corpus Christi Parish on Saturday, December 19th at the beginning of 
the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass.    
  
We extend a special welcome to all to share in this great event. 
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